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I am delighted to welcome the Smart City & Innovation 
delegation from Sweden to Western India. After the standstill of 
the pandemic, it is encouraging to see the cooperation and 
contacts between Sweden and India pick up rapidly.  

Sweden and India have longstanding and close relations as well 
as a strong multi-faceted collaboration across several sectors. 
Innovation, a top priority for Sweden and India, is at the core of 
our bilateral relations, along our commitment to climate and 
sustainability. There is a great potential to take this cooperation 
forward, particularly in the field of infrastructure. Current 
urbanization trends will result in 70% of the global population 
living in cities by 2050 and given the increasing social and 
environmental challenges, it is imperative that we learn how best 
to develop and manage integrated and sustainable cities. 
Sweden works to create smart cities where social sustainability 
plays a major part. Green areas help create meeting places, and 
they also play the role of air cleaners, water collectors and noise 
reducers. By building in favour of bikes and pedestrians, car 
traffic has been reduced in the city centres, leading to better 
health among the residents. 

It is also key to educate and involve citizens in the process – one 
example is waste management, where citizens play a big part in 
sorting and collecting the waste. Sweden has for a long time 
worked with finding ways to cooperate between the private and 
the public sector, allowing us to establish long-lasting and 
sustainable system solutions for our cities, with win-win 
situations for both the taxpayers and the companies involved. 
Less than 1% of Swedish household waste, goes to landfill. 

Sweden and India have multiple programs, frameworks, and 
agreements in the major pillars of sustainability and innovation, 
and we always look for new opportunities to strengthen our 
cooperation even further and deeper. We are keen to work along 
with India to address major challenges related to carbon 
footprint reduction, smart cities, and climate change.   

During 2023, we celebrate the Sweden India Jubilee Year, 
commemorating 75 years of diplomatic relations and the tenth 
anniversary of the Consulate General in Mumbai. I would like to 
invite you all to take our collaboration and 'sambandh' to the next 
generation by creating a more sustainable future through 
innovating – together.

Message from Consul General 

ANNA LEKVALL 
Consul General
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Namaste, welcome to India!

With the foundation of many long-standing collaborations 
across varied sectors of common interest, trade and investment 
relations between Sweden and India have solidified since the 
early 1900s when Swedish companies first started to look 
towards India. Our cooperation in the areas of sustainable urban 
development, energy and environment have paved the way for 
pioneering the possible between our two countries. Since 2015, 
when the Indian government announced its ambitious Smart 
Cities plan to build 100 Smart Cities, Team Sweden has tangibly 
helped Swedish companies expand their footprint in India. The 
Smart City platform functions as a vehicle for cooperation and 
co-development of solutions suitable for the Indian context.

Sweden has consistently ranked among the world's most 
innovative countries and the synergies with public and private 
sector and academia in India have been cemented with 
technology and expertise exchange. 

Business Sweden has been supporting the Swedish business 
community to explore India as a trade destination and with over 
250 Swedish companies present in India, many more are looking 
towards this dynamic land of opportunities as their preferred 
choice for establishing operations. We are very proud to 
represent the world's 5th largest economy also, one of the 
fastest growing economies in the world with 6.6% in FY 2023-24. 
India is working dedicatedly towards becoming a USD 5 Tn 
economy by 2025.

It is heartening to see the diverse expanse in this delegation 
which also represents some of the SMEs our office as part of 
Team Sweden in India has supported through the India-Sweden 
Innovations' Accelerator Program and the Sustainability by 
Sweden Platform.

A warm welcome and the very best to all!

Message from Business Sweden

CECILIA OSKARSSON 
Trade & Investment 
Commissioner India 
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Dear Colleagues, 

In India, around 35% of current population lives in urban areas 
and contributes around 75% of India's GDP. Cities being the 
engines of growth and centers for economic, social & cultural 
development, are also the biggest consumers of water and 
energy. Cities across the world contribute to 70% of global CO2 
emissions, emanating from transport, industry, buildings, and 
waste. Urban India's approach towards growth will play a big role 
in global climate response. Cities can make a significant 
contribution by adopting proper mitigation and adaptation 
measures. 

With this context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's vision “Digital 
India,” has set an ambitious plan to build 100 smart cities across 
the country. Smart City Mission has led India's urbanism to global 
platform and the World is looking forward towards India as global 
market opportunity.

Sweden and India have a long and strong multi-faceted 
collaboration in many sectors. Sweden is committed towards 
joining hands with the leading cities in India to explore research 
and innovative collaboration opportunities in areas of smart 
cities.

I am very excited and happy to lead this prominent delegation 
representing various areas within Smart City in Sweden. Hope to 
strengthen our dialogue with city Pune, Mumbai and Panjim not 
only on commercial project with in Smart city but also on 
research side. I believe there is strong need to setup research 
collaborations among leading research agencies and 
universities from Sweden and India to develop next-generation 
smart city solutions that can be tested in local conditions.

Looking forward to visiting Pune, Mumbai and Panjim and seeing 
all my colleagues again!

Message from IVL Swedish 
Environmental Research Institute

RUPALI DESHMUKH
Country Manager India, 
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We want to contribute to sustainable societies and mobility. We 
want to show the world it is possible to create good living 
conditions for everyone within the planetary boundaries. 
Sustainable built environments are about how the physical 
environment is planned, built, digitized, used, and managed. 
But also, how the physical and perceived environment can affect 
both humans and biological systems. Sustainable mobility 
systems are about enabling the movement of people and goods 
in a resource-efficient, fast and secure way while avoiding 
negative effects on climate and health. To bring about such a 
change, digitalisation, international cooperation and policy and 
governance will be key building blocks.

Message from Vinnova, 
Sweden's Innovation Agency

MARIA JOHANSSON
Director 

Sustainable Societies
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Dear delegates and visitors, 

It is with great pleasure I join this delegation since 
transformation in cities is crucial in order to reach the global 
targets for climate transition. India is a country that has showed 
great interest and dedication to this subject and during the last 
few years we in Smart City Sweden have welcomed several Indian 
delegations to experience Swedish best practices. Hence, being 
here to experience your challenges in real life is important and 
highly relevant. Cities are contributing to more than 70% of 
global emission, whilst occupying approx. 3% of the Earth's 
surface.

Additionally, cities are becoming more and more dense, facing 
new challenges, where new solutions are needed. For decades 
the perception has been that focusing on environment and 
climate perspective is not possible without impacting economic 
growth. However, between 1990 and 2018, Swedish CO2 
emissions have decreased by 27 %, while GDP has increased with 
85%. A big part of this is the reduction from the electrical and 
heating sectors, that are now almost fossil-free. The aim of the 
platform is to focus on SDG 17 partnerships. We are dedicated to 
spread and share the competence and experiences created in 
Sweden, especially within the sectors of water, energy, mobility 
and waste. But all cities have different challenges and focus on 
different issues. Therefore, dialogues between relevant parties 
are crucial to finding new partnerships, technologies, system 
solutions and innovations. 

This is what I am looking forward to with this trip. How we together 
can create more impact and help each other identify new 
opportunities. 

Message from Smart City Sweden 

GINA ASPELIN HEDBRING
Project Manager 
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Profiles of 
Swedish delegation
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At Autonomize, ensuring road safety is our topmost priority. Our 
mission is to accelerate the development and validation of the 
safest autonomous driving systems by providing the necessary 
tools and expertise to help our clients build and refine their 
systems, while maintaining the highest standards of safety and 
reliability. Autonomize is powered by Scania Innovation Factory. 

Autonomize powered by Scania 
Innovation Factory

VIRAJ PHATARPHOD
Co-Founder & Business Lead 
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viraj.phatarphod@autonomize.one 



ECOLOO is environmentally friendly, odour free, water free, 
sewage free, energy free and hassle free as it is very easy to be 
installed and maintained for indoor and outdoor applications. Its 
by-product is also odour free, pathogen free and full of nutrients, 
perfect for organic farming.

Company info: ECOLOO's award winning and patented biological 
sustainable Sanitation Solutions are based on the principle of 
Simplicity, Scalability, Environmental Responsibility and 
Economic Viability. It employs special formulated bacterial 
culture to treat and vanish human waste and transform the urine 
into natural liquid fertilizer that is odor free, pathogen free and 
full of nutrients, perfect for organic farming. The technology 
saves money, water, and energy, and creates better, healthier, 
and greener environments for its citizens.

Ecoloo

IMAD AGI
CEO
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https://ecoloogroup.com

imad.agi@ecoloo.eu 



Envac is the global market leader in the automated waste 
collection industry with over 4 million daily users. We have 
transformed the industry with our innovative pneumatic waste 
collection system. Envac's technology leads the design and 
implementation of next generation recycling using resource 
efficient waste handling. We help create smart and sustainable 
cities by providing environmentally friendly systems for efficient 
resource recovery that reduces heavy traffic and emissions by up 
to 90%. The systems are equipped with artificial intelligence for 
optimisation of operation and energy consumption. The global 
headquarters is based in Stockholm, Sweden supported by 35 
offices in 20 countries worldwide. Together we can adapt, 
innovate, and make urban infrastructure cleaner and safer for 
future generations. For reference projects in India, please see 
GIFT City 

Envac

FREDRIK LAURITSEN
Managing Director 

VINOD ACHREKAR
Head of Projects (India)
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www.envacgroup.com

Fredrik.Lauritsen@envac.se

vinod.achrekar@envac.in



Founded in 1947, the Hifab Group is one of the leading project 
management companies in Sweden, with a head office in 
Stockholm and offices all over the country. Today the group 
employs some 200 professionals with an annual turnover of 
approximately $40 million. Hifab started its international 
operations in 1973. Hifab International deals with infrastructure 
and capacity building projects worldwide. After almost 50 years 
of international operations, Hifab has an extensive reference list 
of projects from about 120 countries, mainly  covering Asia and 
Africa. In the later years, Hifab's international operations cover 
urban and city development and planning, mobility / transport, 
cross-country sectors like climate change and resilience, 
sustainability and energy optimisation (e.g. waste-to-energy 
and waste management).

Hifab AB

NATHALIE TRANEFELDT
Department Head International
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https://www.hifab.se/

nathalie.tranefeldt@hifab.se 



Nilsson Energy is a Swedish pioneering system integrator and 
supplier of turnkey renewable energy systems with hydrogen as 
an energy carrier. Decentralized hydrogen production from 
renewable sources forms the basis of the product portfolio. The 
company spans the entire value chain, from production of 
hydrogen to service and maintenance.  Nilsson Energy is a 
Member of the Sweden India Business Council with long-term 
partnerships in India. 

Nilsson Energy

MARTINA WETTIN
Co-Founder
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https://nilssonenergy.com/ 

martina@nilssonenergy.com 



Serneke International Group AB is a Swedish EPC + F company 
that delivers large and complex infrastructure projects across 
the globe. Bringing the cutting edge Swedish practices in design 
engineering and construction, Serneke International Group 
focuses on efficient and efficacious resource planning, 
optimizing costs and achieving superior quality. 

Our priority projects include those that deliver the most in 
achieving the UN SDG goals. We deliver not just economic 
progress but ecological progress too. As an EPC + F company, 
Serneke International Group enables low cost debt financing to 
the sovereign and non sovereign project promoters.

Serneke International Group AB

PRASHANT AGARWAL
President & CEO

12

https://www.serneke.se/en 

prashant.agarwal@serneke.com



KTH – Royal Institute of Technology  was founded in 1825 and is 
the largest and most highly ranked Technical University in 
Sweden.  KTH has built up extensive collaborations with several 
Indian Universities like IIT Madras, IISc Bangalore, IIT Bombay, 
Amrita University, Symbiosis University and BITS Pilani and has 
currently more than 400 Indian students and many Indian faculty 
members.

Since the launch of the initial 100 Smart City projects in India, 
KTH has been actively engaged in these developments.  KTH 
pursues very strong research efforts in both Water and Waste 
management, Sustainable Mobility and Transportation Systems 
and Sustainable Energy Systems.  KTH also has a very strong 
academic profile in Applied Mathematics, Operations Research 
and Artificial Intelligence, today being mandatory tools for 
building optimized Sustainable Systems.

KTH – Royal Institute of 
Technology

CARL-GUSTAF JANSSON
Professor Emeritus 

in Artificial Intelligence
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MATTIAS WIGGBERG 
Researcher - Industrial 

Economy specializing in 
Digital Transformation 

https://www.kth.se/

cgja@kth.se 

wiggberg@kth.se 



Lund University was founded in 1666 and is one of the largest 
research universities in Scandinavia. The department of Energy 
Sciences conducts both theoretical and applied research on 
energy conversion processes with a special focus on renewable 
and low carbon energy conversion.

Lunds Tekniska Högskola

PER TUNESTÅL 
Professor

Lund University – Department 
of Energy Sciences
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https://www.lth.se/ 

per.tunestal@energy.lth.se



Since 2006 CleanTech Region Impact Group has accelerated 
Nordic and Baltic CleanTech Impact companies and innovation 
ecosystems with strategic advisory, financing, business 
facilitation, and storytelling for exponential growth. Good for 
people, the planet, and profit. 

CleanTech Region Impact Group

LARS LING  
Head of Department
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https://cleantechregion.org/ 

lars.ling@cleantechregion.com 



Swedish Incubators & Science Parks is a non-profit association 
with national coverage, its members has over 5000 companies 
with 72 000 employees. Focus is growth in knowledge-based 
companies. SISPs 61 members operate more than 70 creative 
environments, offer business development, work with clusters, 
industrial project development arenas, seed capital funds and 
more - effective collaboration with industry, public sector, 
universities and institutes.

Swedish Incubators & 
Science Parks

ULF BORBOS
International Project Manager
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https://www.sisp.se 

ulf@sisp.se 



The Swedish Consulate General was established in 2012. Its 
jurisdiction covers the western states of Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Goa and the union territories Dadra and Nagar Haveli as well as 
Daman and Diu. This area comprises of almost 180 million 
people.

Trade and investment as well as Sweden promotion are its focus 
areas. This includes promoting trade and investment, Sweden 
cultural promotion and to promote exchanges between Sweden 
and India. Consular assistance to Swedish citizens and residents 
is also part of the core missions.

The Consulate works closely with Team Sweden members: the 
Swedish Embassy in New Delhi, Business Sweden and Swedish 
Chamber of Commerce in India to help liaise and increase 
business contacts between Swedish companies and certain 
strategic industries in India, such as energy & environmental 
technology, health care & life science, creative industries and 
ICT.

Consulate General of Sweden 
in Mumbai
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https://www.swedenabroad.se/en/embassies/india-mumbai/ 

ANNA LEKVALL
Consul General  

anna.lekvall@gov.se

ERIK MALMBERG
Consul

erik.malmberg@gov.se 

PRADNESH DESAI
Sr Officer Trade & Investments

Pradnesh.Desai@gov.se 



Dr Per-Arne Wikström heads Sweden's Office of Science and 
Innovation at the Embassy of Sweden in India and is an envoy 
sent from the Ministry of Climate and Enterprise in Sweden. Dr 
Wikström is an expert who lead promotion efforts within the fields 
of research, trade, investment, and innovation to help attract 
excellence to Sweden and to develop relations. Prior joining the 
Min is t ry,  Dr  Wikst röm worke d  as  D i re ctor  Swe den 
Communication, Swedish Institute, Head of External Relations, 
S t o c k h ol m  U n iv e r s i t y,  H e a d  o f  C ol l a b o r a t i o n  a n d 
Communication, University of Gavle. Dr Wikström received his 
PhD in business administration from Royal Institute of 
Technology (KTH), Sweden.

Embassy of Sweden

DR PER-ARNE WIKSTRÖM
Head of Sweden's Office 

of Science and Innovation
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https://www.swedenabroad.se/en/embassies/india-new-delhi/

per-arne.wikstrom@gov.se 



Business Sweden is jointly owned by the Swedish state and the 
Swedish business sector with a mandate and a mission to help 
international companies gain access to the Swedish market and 
help domestic ones utilize it as a platform for expansion.

Our clients range from start-ups via small- and medium sized 
businesses to multinational enterprises – with tailor-made 
services catering to all of these segments. 

We have a holistic approach, offering both hands-on support, 
strategic and practical expertise and a unique capability to 
create access where access is hard to get, both in Sweden and 
through our 44 offices across Europe, Americas, Middle East & 
Africa and Asia Pacific. 

Our expertise, presence and exclusive access to networks and 
stakeholders in both the public and private sectors in these 
markets gives us a supreme ability to help clients navigate 
regional business structures in order to expand their business 
and unlock growth.

Business Sweden 

PAWAN TAHLANI
Head New Delhi Office 

ANJALI BHOLA
Head Government Affairs 

NILESH JAMUNPANE
Consultant
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https://www.business-sweden.com/markets/asia-pacific/india/

pawan.tahlani@business-sweden.se

anjali.bhola@business-sweden.se

nilesh.jamunpane@business-sweden.se 



Vinnova is Sweden's innovation agency. Vinnova helps 
organisations meet societal challenges. Vinnova identifies areas 
where our efforts can make a difference, and we create 
opportunities and incentives for organisations to work together. 
We stimulate collaborations where knowledge and skills from 
different perspectives meet and where organisations learn from 
each other. Our support gives companies and organisations the 
opportunity to experiment and test new ideas before they 
become profitable. Every year, Vinnova invests approximately 
EUR 0.3 billion in research and innovation.

Vinnova is a government agency under the Ministry of Climate 
and Enterprise, and the national contact point for the EU 
framework programme for research and innovation. Vinnova is 
also the Swedish Government's expert authority in innovation 
policy. Vinnova employs just over 200 people. Our head office is 
in Stockholm with affiliates in Brussels, Silicon Valley, and Tel 
Aviv.

Vinnova, Sweden's 
Innovation Agency

MARIA JOHANSSON
Director Sustainable Societies          

KARIN RYDÉN
Director for Bilateral Collaboration       

MALIN PETERSEN
Programme Manager 

  International Collaboration
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https://www.vinnova.se/en/

maria.johansson@vinnova.se 

karin.ryden@vinnova.se 

malin.petersen@vinnova.se 



IVL Swedish Environmental Research Institute has a broad 
environmental profile. Unlike many other players, we combine 
applied research and development with close collaboration 
between industry and the public sphere. IVL is based in Sweden 
but our clients and customers are found all over the world. We 
undertake Project Management consultancy, research projects 
and contract assignments in the entire environmental field. At 
IVL environmental experts, engineers, social scientists, 
economists, and behavioral scientists work together. This 
enables us to work holistically and tailor each assignment to the 
customer's needs. The goal is to help clients develop resource- 
and cost-effective solutions that contribute towards a 
sustainable society. 

The broad scope of IVL's activities, combined with its 
multidisciplinary approach, enables IVL to offer its customers 
holistic solutions, as well as answers to highly specific problems. 
IVL is advisor the Swedish Ministry of Environment, Swedish EPA 
(environmental protections agency) & Swedish confederation of 
Industries and National coordinator for smart city Sweden. The 
increased importance of regional and global environment issues 
has led to close international co-operation. IVL has gained a 
leading position within the international scientific community 
through coordinating, participating in and organizing projects 
and conferences e.g. within EU's research programmers. Our 
core values are credibility, foresight and a holistic perspective. 
Our vision is a sustainable society. We are driving the transition 
to this sustainable society by transforming science into reality, 
environmental problems into opportunities and linear processes 
into a circular economy.

IVL and KTH Royal Institute of Technology are the joint owner of 
Hammarby Sjöstadsverk-a unique facility for research, 
development, demonstration of wastewater treatment 
technologies. IVL offices: Stockholm, Gothenburg, Malmö, 
Fiskebäckskil, Beijing and Mumbai.  Subsidiary companies: 
Basta Online AB, EPD International AB, IVL Environmental 
Technologies Company Ltd in Beijing, SEC in China and IVL India 
Environmental R&D Private Limited. 

IVL Swedish Environmental 
Research Institute 

RUPALI DESHMUKH
Country Manager (INDIA)    

ANNA JARNEHAMMAR
Executive Vice President, 

Director Business Development 
and International Business

21

https://www.ivl.se 

rupali.deshmukh@ivl.se 

anna.jarnehammar@ivl.se 



Smart City Sweden is a state-funded initiative and export 
platform for smart & sustainable city solutions. The platform is a 
network of actors in Sweden dedicated to show the best 
practices in Smart City Solutions. Sweden has for decades 
focused on creating liveable, sustainable, and environmentally 
friendly cities. In recent years, climate changes have made it 
crucial to shift focus to sharing good solutions, as well as 
mistakes. The platform has during the project had 6 
representative offices in Sweden, welcoming delegations from 
all over the world. Since the start in 2018 more than 6000 visitors 
have experienced what Sweden has to offer. Over 100 countries 
have engaged in discussions on how to create more suitable 
cities. 

The aim with the platform is to showcase and initiate discussions 
on how to build system solutions and to bring Swedish cleantech 
companies closer to international opportunities focused on 
creating more Sustainable Smart Cities. The platform has during 
the project focused on bringing the public, private and academia 
together in these discussions, making sure that all aspects of 
transformation are represented.

Smart City Sweden 

GINA ASPELIN HEDBRING
Project Manager 
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https://smartcitysweden.com 

Gina.Aspelin.Hedbring@ivl.se




